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Photo: amazon.comWhile a handheld router allows you to do many things without other tools, it does have limitations. Routers are heavy; they require two hands to operate, which limits their use to larger stationary objects. With the router securely mounted to a table, however, your hands are free to control the workpiece.A router table allows users
to accomplish various carpentry tasks including molding, planing straight edges of boards, and routing precise cuts freehand into small pieces of wood. Keep reading to find the best router table for your woodworking projects out of the top picks below.Photo: amazon.comWhen shopping for a router table, consider both the size of your workshop and
your brand of router. Some factors you may want to consider include the table’s size, portability, material, base plate style, and compatibility with your router. Read on to learn about these and other considerations.Freestanding vs. BenchtopMany users prefer freestanding router tables over benchtop router tables, and with good reason. Freestanding
tables typically have sturdy bases and large work tops, which can accommodate longer and wider boards. Most freestanding router tables measure approximately 32 inches long and 24 inches wide. The downside of freestanding router tables is that they’re heavy, which makes them difficult to transport to work sites.Since benchtop router tables are
typically smaller—they measure approximately 16 inches wide and 24 inches long—they can’t accommodate the same size boards that larger freestanding router tables can. As their name implies, benchtop router tables also require a workbench for support and are not as stable as single-unit freestanding models. The upsides to benchtop routers are
that they’re more compact and weigh less, and are thus more portable than freestanding models.Size and Router CompatibilityThe size of a router table directly correlates with how large a workpiece it can handle. A router table’s work surface ranges in size from about 22 inches long by 16 inches wide, up to 36 inches long by 24 inches wide. A table
that is 22 inches to 36 inches long can support boards between 6 and 8 feet long. Likewise, a wider table will provide better support for wider boards.Quality router tables will include multiple base plates that complement different router hole patterns, making them compatible with routers from most major tool brands. It’s best to avoid router tables
that have universal-design base plates. The number of holes in these plates can compromise their structural integrity—and create places for dust to accumulate.MaterialRouter tables can be made of various materials, which impact the tables’ cost and durability. Medium-density fiberboard (MDF), which is rigid and strong, is the most popular material
for router tabletops. An MDF top should be at least 1 inch thick so it’s sturdy enough to serve as a work surface. Exposed MDF will soak up water like a sponge and puff up, ruining the work surface. MDF tops with melamine coatings are preferred because a melamine coating will protect the wood.Some MDF tables have a high-pressure laminate
(HPL) surface, which layers protective resins with a melamine work surface for additional strength. A router table with HPL on both sides is a great choice for most users because it is more likely to stay flatter longer.An even higher-grade material than MDF is phenolic resin. This material is thinner than MDF, won’t be damaged by water, and should
maintain its shape for the lifetime of the table. Phenolic resin router tables are among the most expensive models you can buy.Another high-end option is a metal router table, with designs in cast aluminum and cast iron. Cast aluminum provides a sturdy, durable work top that will maintain its shape. Pro shop router tables, which are the premium
tables on the market, have a cast iron work surface. There isn’t a router table material that’s flatter, more stable, and more durable than cast iron.Mounting PlateA router table has a mounting, or base, plate that attaches to the router and fits into a hole in the tabletop. Since they must support the weight of the router while remaining perfectly flat,
it’s crucial that these plates be constructed of a solid, sturdy material, such as aluminum or phenolic resin. The mounting plate must also be compatible with the router. It should have mounting holes that align with the holes on the router.Since it’s important that the plate sits flush to the router table, a good router table will have a plate-leveling
system that consists of four or more leveling screws. It’s also important to consider how easily the plate can be put into place. A professional router table with a mounting plate that’s difficult to install won’t work for those who plan to use the router with and without the table.Miter and T-SlotsMost router tables have a T-slot on their surface that



allows for the use of a miter gauge and other accessories. A miter gauge holds work pieces at an angle while they are cut, and it has an adjustable router table fence that the operator can set to virtually any angle.The gauge is attached to a long metal guide that slides through a T-slot, which is a long groove that runs the length of the table. Though
the fence will get the lion’s share of work on a professional router table, there will be occasions that call for a miter gauge.FenceAn easy-to-use, adjustable fence is critical on a router table. In most situations, the router’s operator will guide the material through the router blade by pushing it up against the fence. Whether the router table fence is
made of wood or metal, it should be sturdy. When making precise router cuts, it’s important to have a solid base against which to push workpieces.There are two types of fences on router tables: those that are a single piece, or split fences. Two-piece fences are more versatile, allowing the user to set the infeed at a different level than the outside.
With this kind of fence, the router can execute complicated jointer cuts.The downside is, it can be challenging to perfectly align a two-piece fence for regular cuts. A single piece won’t allow you to join the straight edge of a board, but alignment isn’t an issue if the router table fence is one solid piece from infeed to outfeed.Additional FeaturesMany
router tables have additional features that add functionality, storage, and even help keep the work space clean. Router lifts are devices that allow for micro adjustments of the bit height, enable easy bit changes, and offer easier to access lift handles. If the router table doesn’t have router lifts, they can be purchased as add-ons.Those who like having
all their accessories within easy reach should consider router tables that have convenient storage bins built into the body. This extra storage space is ideal for holding extra base plates, miter gauges, and router bits. Routers with exhaust ports allow the user to hook up a hose that siphons sawdust out of the table and into a waste container.Our Top
PicksBelow are some of the best router tables from respected manufacturers in the tool market. Read on to find a model that’s suitable for your projects. Photo: amazon.comWith its sturdy construction and long list of additional features, this Bosch benchtop router table is a worthy addition to any home workshop. It features an ample 26-inch by 16.5-
inch work space, which can capably handle boards up to 6 or 7 feet long. A 1-inch-thick laminated MDF top provides a sturdy place on which to work.Its tall fence with two adjustable featherboards serves as a stout guide when running material through the router. The base plate uses a click-mounting system that attaches to the router in seconds, and
it’s compatible with most major tool brands, including Craftsman, DeWalt, Hitachi, RYOBI, Milwaukee, Makita, and Bosch.The table has bins integrated into its legs for storing extra bits and base plates. A T-slot runs the length of the table and works with the included miter gauge. Foldable legs make this 33-pound router table portable, as
well.Product Specs Type: BenchtopMaterial: MDFSize: 26 inches by 16.5 inchesFence Type: SingleProsHolds boards from 6 to 7 feet longl-inch thick topClick-mounting systemT-slot and miter gauge includedConsNot the most portable option on the listGet the Bosch RA1141 router table at Amazon, The Home Depot, and Lowe’s. Photo:
amazon.comEven if space is limited in your workshop, there’s still room for a router table. Measuring just 8 inches by 6 inches, Dremel’s portable table might just be the smallest router table on the market. This attachment connects to a Dremel corded or cordless rotary tool and transforms the device into a wood shaper.The Dremel 231 is made of
durable and lightweight plastic, so it’s easy to store or carry to the worksite. This table mounts to a workbench with standard C-clamps, or you can permanently mount it with screws via pre-molded mounting holes.Other key features on this Dremel router table attachment include a fence for precision cuts and a plastic safety guard. This portable
router table does have one limitation: It is only compatible with Dremel corded and cordless models.Product Specs Type: BenchtopMaterial: Heavy-duty plasticSize: 8 inches by 6 inchesFence Type: SingleProsCan be permanently mountedCorded or cordless optionsBuilt-in safety-guardAffordable price pointConsPlastic is less durable than other
materialsOnly compatible with Dremel productsGet the Dremel 231 router table at Amazon, The Home Depot, and Walmart. Photo: homedepot.comA router table is only as good as its ability to work seamlessly with your router. RYOBI’s table works with all major router brands, including some older brands and models. In addition to impressive
compatibility, this table offers remarkable durability and performance.A large, laminated MDF work top and sturdy plastic legs provide a smooth and steady work surface. Other quality features include an adjustable fence, five different sizes of throat plates, and an aluminum T-track for mitered router cuts.An integrated power station on the RYOBI
includes enough room for the router and another power tool, such as a shop vac. To keep sawdust mess under control, this router table is outfitted with a built-in vacuum port that supports 1%-inch and 2%-inch attachments.Product SpecsType: FreestandingMaterial: MDF and aluminumSize: 32 inches by 32 inchesFence Type: SingleProsCompatible
with all major router brandsb throat plate sizesAdjustable fenceBuilt-in vacuum portConsNot particularly portableGet the RYOBI router table on Amazon and at The Home Depot. Photo: lowes.comYou can complete essential routing jobs with this SKIL router table, fold it up, and store it neatly when you’re done using it. SKIL’s router table sets up and
breaks down fast with a quick-mounting system that attaches and uninstalls the router in seconds, and legs that conveniently fold into the body. The tabletop is constructed of a sturdy MDF, and the base is a durable molded plastic.Though portable, this table sports a lot of cool features including a replaceable MDF fence, storage boxes for bits and
accessories, a bit height gauge to improve the accuracy of cuts, pin guards for routing curved pieces, and two adjustable featherboards. The SKIL router table is compatible with all major brands of routers.Product Specs Type: FreestandingMaterial: MDF and plasticSize:17 inches by 27 inchesFence Type: SingleProsPortable fold-up designFence is
replaceableStorage box and bit height gauge includedConsSome users reported plastic components breakingGet the SKIL router table at Amazon, The Home Depot, and Lowe’s. Photo: amazon.comYou won’t have to worry about dust if you choose this cabinet-style router table from Bosch, which contains two dust-collection ports that keep your
workshop sawdust-free. The table has two easy-to-use featherboards, which provide extra guidance and protection against kickback and are fully adjustable to fit a variety of workpieces.This cabinet-style router table table’s large 25-inch by 15.5-inch laminated workbench top has an aluminum mounting plate, which is predrilled for use with various
routers and allows you to make above-table height adjustments.Other reasons this router table is worthy of consideration: It has a large aluminum fence, a dual-outlet power switch, and can be mounted to a workbench via four predrilled holes. The cabinet offers additional storage space for router bits and accessories.Product Specs Type:
BenchtopMaterial: MDF and aluminumSize: 25 inches by 15.5 inchesFence Type: SingleProsBuilt-in featherboardsDual dust-collection portsSturdy mounting plate and fenceCan be mounted permanently on a workbenchConsSome users have reported that the mounting plate often becomes unevenExpensive compared to similar modelsGet the Bosch
Cabinet Style router table at Amazon, The Home Depot, and Lowe’s. Photo: amazon.comQuality construction and materials make all the difference when it comes to router tables. Kreg’s benchtop router table has a 16-inch by 24-inch laminated MDF tabletop supported by wide-stance, heavy-duty steel legs. A full-size insert plate supports even the
largest routers and has integrated levelers for fine-tuning. Multiple rings enable proper bit sizing.Other notable features of the Kreg PRS2100 are its miter gauge slot, adjustable extruded-aluminum fence, and dust-collection system. Those who are sensitive to router noise can enclose the router via predrilled holes in the table’s base. Kreg’s benchtop
router table is an excellent option for those who can swing its steep price tag.Product Specs Type: BenchtopMaterial: MDF and steelSize: 16 inches by 24 inchesFence Type: SingleProsFull-size insert plateHeavy-duty legsMiter gauge includedAdjustable extruded-aluminum fenceDust-collection systemConsExpensive compared to similar optionsSome
assembly requiredGet the Kreg PRS2100 router table at Amazon, The Home Depot, and Lowe’s. Photo: amazon.comThis router lift from Kreg takes a router table to the next level by dramatically improving the base plate’s precision and functionality. The lift replaces the router table’s stock base plate with one that can make micro adjustments to a bit
height down to 1/1000th of an inch, allowing for precision router work.This lift also allows the operator to raise the bit high enough for bit changes so the router doesn’t have to be detached from the table. With the adjuster handle at the top of the table, there’s no need to grope under the table to change the height of the bit. The router lift plate
measures ¥s inch thick by 9%, inches wide by 11% inches long, which is compatible with most router table brands. The plate’s mounting pattern fits most routers.Product Specs Type: Router liftMaterial: Hard-anodized aluminumSize:13.5 inches by 11 inchesFence Type: No fenceProsSuitable for small adjustmentsAdjuster handle for height changes¥s-
inch by 9% -inch router lift plateMounting hardware is compatible with most routersConsNo fenceNot compatible with some Bosch routersGet the Kreg PRS500 router lift on Amazon and at Walmart.Our VerdictFinding a router table that can make precise cuts every time can be tricky. One of the best options for the workshop is the Bosch benchtop
router table, capable of handling boards from 6 to 7 feet long. This unit also has a click-mounting system, a T-slot, and miter gauge for added convenience.Alternatively, a stand-out pick for portability is this Dremel freestanding router table. The inexpensive tool features a lightweight and durable plastic body that’s easy to tote between worksites. The
versatile table connects to a corded or cordless rotary tool and transforms into a wood shaper.How We Chose the Best Router TablesWith so many router table options available, it can be hard to know which one can suit your needs and work correctly every time. Selections for the best and most effective router tables depended upon type, size,
materials, fence type, and added special features for added precision while cutting or shaping.Since the type of router table greatly affects portability and intended use, the above list prioritizes both freestanding and benchtop models. Most of these portable router tables are also lightweight and compact to fit in your household workshop or on the
jobsite. For added convenience, cast-aluminum and plastic constructions ensure durability and long lifespans.For precise cutting, many of these models come with single fence types for precise alignment. Finally, many of the above router brands have added features like adjuster handles, built-in dust collection, miter gauges, featherboards, cordless
capability, foldable constructions, and some can be permanently mounted to a counter or bench.Tips for Using a Router TableA router table adds a whole new world of functionality to a router, but it can be a little tricky to use at first. Read on for important tips regarding the proper use of a router table.Clamp it down. Portable router tables and
benches use a bench top or table for support. Before using a router bench, clamp it securely to the table or workbench to prevent it from sliding.Use featherboards to apply down pressure. Most people will use the fence as a backstop on which to apply pressure to the board, but featherboards are just as important. These tools attach to the fence and
apply down pressure to the board while it moves through the router bit. This prevents the board from coming up off the table under the pressure of the spinning router bit.Tighten all bolts. There are two critical connections to check before using a router: the collet and router base. The collet holds a bit in place. Make sure it is tightly screwed to the
router to prevent the bit from coming off while in use. Also make sure the bolts holding the router to the table are tight so the router stays in place while in use.Use a push block for end routing. Routing the end of a board will often cause the wood fibers at the end corner to splinter as the blade passes through them. Using a push block that fits flush
to the end will solve this problem and keep the wood fibers intact, preventing chipping.FAQsIf you're still wondering which characteristics to look for in a quality router table, read on for answers to some of the most commonly asked questions.Q: What is the best material for a router tabletop?The best material for a router tabletop is cast iron. This is
the flattest, sturdiest, and most durable material. It’s also the most expensive and is therefore used only in professional shops. Cast aluminum and phenolic resin are the best affordable options for home woodshops.Q: How thick should a router table be?A good router table should be at least 1 inch thick to prevent sagging. Material is also a factor
when it comes to thickness. While a metal or high-quality resin tabletop can be thinner than 1 inch and still be sturdy, MDF must be thicker to resist bending.Q: Will my router fit the table?Most router tables include multiple base plates that accommodate all major brands of routers. It’s important to check a specific table’s list of compatible routers
before purchasing it.Q: Can a plunge router be used in a table?A plunge router can be used on a router table and is just as safe as a fixed-base router.Q: How do you set up a router table?Begin by attaching the baseplate of the router table to the router using the mounting screws. For a freestanding table, once the router is installed, it’s ready for
action. A benchtop router table requires a steady base. Set the benchtop router table on a sturdy workbench or table, and use clamps to clamp the router base to the table to prevent it from sliding while in use.
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